Western Counties Alliance

August 23, 2005

The Honorable Richard Pombo, Chairman
House Resources Committee,

1324 LHOB

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Pombo,

Next year marks the 30" anniversary of the enactment of the Federal Land Policy and
Management Act (FLPMA), the organic act of the Bureau of Land Management. Yet,
even though the BLM manages the largest portion of the Federal Estate, in all that time
FLPMA has never been subjected to rigorous and detailed oversight by Congress.

We urge you to hold such oversight hearings to coincide with the 30™ anniversary of
FLPMA next year.

There certainly are a number of issues that should be explored. In some cases, we think
the BLM is not complying with the clear language of the Act. In other cases, we think
amendments to the Act should be considered to ensure that the intent of Congress is
followed by the agency and the public interest is served..

One of the most blatant examples of the BLM ignoring the clear intent of Congress is in
the consistency review requirement of Section 202. Even though Congress directed that
the BLM’s management plans be consistent with the resource management plans of
state, local and tribal governments to the maximum extent possible, the agency routinely
ignores the plans of these other government entities’ plans and proceeds as if it had
complete autonomy in this area. At best, the agency will acknowledge these plans when
consistency issues are raised but only very rarely make any changes in its proposed plans
to comply with this section.

It was very appropriate that Congress included this consistency review requirement in
FLPMA. In light of the very large percentage of BLM managed land in so many western
counties, compliance or noncompliance by the agency with this directive has tremendous
potential impact on these rural counties. We think Congress should hold the agency
accountable to comply with this provision and should consider strengthening it if
necessary to ensure that it does.
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